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The northwest corner of Ferry and Commercial 

streets NE may experience an awakening after 

being dormant for a few years. The Salem Historic 

Landmarks Commission approved unanimously (9-

0) in December to approve demolition of the car 

park on the site in preparation of a proposed new 

hotel.  

The Marion Car Park was constructed in 1950 to 

serve the Marion Hotel, which was where the 

Salem Convention Center sits. The complex was 

designed by renowned architect Pietro Belluschi, 

who played a key role in the evolving look of 

downtown Salem in the 1950s. Among the 

downtown buildings still standing, Belluschi 

was involved in the design of the Oregon 

Statesman Building (1952), the Marion County 

Courthouse (1954) and the Salem YWCA 

(1954). 

The car park was one of the first elevated 

rooftop parking structures in Salem. A 

“capacity of 150 cars is planned for the building 

which will include service station facilities, 

waiting rooms, and offices,” the Oregon 

Statesman reported Nov 14, 1950. Marion Car 

Park opened June 29, 1951. It served 

downtown Salem drivers until it closed in 

2014.  

The property’s place as one of the first car 

parks in downtown Salem isn’t its only brush 

with history. The site also is unique in that it 

was the address of the Holman Building, which 

served as the home of Oregon state 

government from 1859-76.  

Parking advertisement in the Capital Journal, April 22, 

1955, p. 13.  

The Oregon Statesman published this photo of the Marion Car Park  

for its grand opening in 1951. The Belluschi-designed building had 

165 parking spaces. Oregon Statesman, June 29, 1951, p. 2. 

Marion Car Park Site May 

See New Chapter 

Commissioner Andy Zimmerman 
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The house of representatives operated on the 

third floor, and what was then known as the 

council was on the second floor. The building also 

housed the offices of the secretary of state, 

adjutant general, and the school land 

commissioner, according to the Dec. 7, 1949, 

edition of the Capital Journal.  

The building was named for Joseph Holman, who 

was among the early pioneers to settle in what 

became Salem. He opened the third store in 

Salem near the northwest corner of Commercial 

and Trade streets SE in 1849, and was a director 

with the Willamette Woolen Manufacturing 

company, according to the Capital Journal story. 

Holman died in 1880.  

The impending loss of the Holman Building in 1949 galvanized residents, led by State Archivist David 

Duniway, to try to save the historic structure. Although the group was unsuccessful, it spurred creation 

of the Marion County Historical Society.  

Among the final tenants in the Holman Building were Valley Welding Supply, Owl club, and a barber 

shop. If developed as planned, the site will include an interpretive panel showcasing the history of the 

The Holman Building at the NW corner of Commercial and 

Ferry Streets. (Ben Maxwell Photo Collection, Salem Public 

Library, 12009) 

Detail from Capital Journal, 

July 18, 1950, p 16.  
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Historic Landmarks Commission Awards 
Each year, the Historic Landmarks Commission awards the 

Benjamin I. Maxwell Award and the Virginia P. Green Award 

to groups or individuals who have done exemplary work on 

behalf of preservation in Salem. These are this year’s winners:  

This year’s Virginia P. Green award was given to the Salem Police 

Station Archaeology Project. This team of people was instrumental in 

ensuring that the archaeological resources at the site of Salem’s new 

police facility were treated with sensitivity and respect. Chief Jerry 

Moore and Deputy Chief Steve Bellshaw enthusiastically supported 

the project and worked to coordinate the public archaeology open 

house. Allen Dannen and Luke Gmazel, City of Salem Public Works 

staff, dedicated dozens of hours to the project, from design to 

construction monitoring. Last, over thirty volunteers from the 

Oregon Archaeological Society, including student volunteers from 

three local Oregon Universities helped make this project possible. 

Over 747 volunteer hours of both dry and wet screening went into this 

project , with weather ranging from 100 degree heat to torrential rain. More 

than 21,525 artifacts were recovered from this site, and the archaeological 

recovery portion of this project was completed on schedule due to their 

efforts. In addition, Professor Scott Pike’s class studied the Police Facility site 

during Willamette’s Spring 2019 semester, presenting their work during a 

student scholarship day, further enriching our knowledge and understanding 

of the site. 

 

The Salem Historic Landmarks Commission chose to award the 

2019 Benjamin I. Maxwell Award to Scott McLeod, C.J. McLeod 

and Franca M. Dyer for their outstanding contribution to the 

preservation, restoration, and maintenance of the Gray Building, 

built 1891.  This project was an outstanding example of a 

commercial restoration in Salem’s Downtown Historic District.  

The Gray Building anchors a prime corner in Salem’s downtown 

core and has housed a wonderfully diverse group of businesses 

over the years.  The work that went into maintaining the historic 

fabric of the Downtown Historic District is exemplary.  The 

renovations and restorations completed for the Gray Building 

have given new life to this impressive resource and ensure that it 

will continue to have a significant impact on the Historic District 

and our community for many more years to come.    
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Salem’s Fifth Annual Historic Photo 

Contest The Salem Historic Landmarks Commission held its fifth annual Historic 

Photo Contest this year. With more entries than ever before, this year’s 

contest was a rousing success. With thanks to all the contestants, here 

are the winners! 

A: Daniel Waldron, “Eye in the Sky,” Interior Winner; B: Jacquie Klose, “Salem Railroad Station,” Exterior Winner; C: 

Rebekah Willhite, “Capitol Tower—1927,” Chairperson’s Choice; D: Eddie Maestas, “November 16th—Pringle Park,” 

Landscape/Feature Winner; E: Jacob Callahan, “Dogs Life,” Selfie with a Historic Building Winner.  

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 
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Winners in the Youth Category 

 

A 

B 

C 

D 

Youth Category Winners: 

A: Max Quintero, “A Bunch 

of Wires,” Interior Winner 

B: Max Quintero, 

“Willamette University,” 

Exterior Winner 

C: Ben Koonce, “Dark 

School,” Landscape/

Feature Winner  

D: Evyn Baker, “The Old 

West,” Selfie with a 

Historic Building Winner 

C 

B 

A 

D 

A: Ed Jacobs, “Truss Bridge Walk,” Feature/

Landscape HM; B: Ed Jacobs, “Gilbert 

House,” Exterior HM; C: Camron Settlemier, 

“Photographing myself photographing the 

Ike Box,” Selfie HM; D: Kimberly Seabury, 

Untitled, Interior Winner 

Honorable Mentions 
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Deepwood’s Lower Terrace area has been restored!  
Pam Wasson,  Executive Director of the Lord & Schryver Conservancy  

 

The landscape architecture firm of Lord & Schryver designed 

several historic gardens at Deepwood including the Great Room, 

Spring Garden and Scroll Garden. Although most of these 

gardens are in good repair- thanks to ongoing maintenance 

efforts by City staff and volunteer gardeners - the Lower Terrace 

area was in disrepair.  

Deepwood’s Lower Terrace area is located at the southeast end 

of the Scroll Garden. A notable feature was its Grape Arbor, a 

Bingham era structure included in Lord & Schryver’s designs for 

Alice Brown. In the early 1950’s, pavement was fitted between 

the arbor’s posts and extended to the northwest to make a 

landing for the stairs at the bottom of the curved rose arbor 

walk.  Sometime in the 1960’s, the Grape Arbor structure was 

removed and the retaining wall on its uphill side was built up 

over its foundation in piecemeal fashion. Several historic 

photographs show the unadorned construction of the Grape 

Arbor resembling the arbors bridging the Great Room and Spring Garden.  

The proposed rehabilitation of the Lower Terrace was recommended in both the 1990 Historic 

Landscape Report and the Lord & Schryver Conservancy’s addendum. Thanks to funding from a 

generous donor in late 2018, the Lord & Schryver Conservancy was able to restore the deteriorating 

patio, retaining wall and missing Grape Arbor. Contractors (Aspen Creek Landscape) carefully removed 

and salvaged as much of the original material as possible from the patio border and retaining wall to 

reuse in the reconstruction. They also built and installed a new historically accurate Grape Arbor based 

on existing photos from the 

Bingham area.    

The Lower Terrace and 

adjacent Scroll Garden are 

important historic landscape 

features deserving of 

preservation. The completion 

of this project ensures an 

accurate interpretation of the 

Historic context so that it may 

stand another 50+ years! 

 

http://www.lordschryver.org/
https://deepwoodmuseum.org/
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We’re on the Web! 

www.cityofsalem.net/historic 
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From the Chair 

 

Si necesita ayuda para comprender 
esta informacion, por favor llame  

503-588-6173 

Historic Landmarks Commission 
Community Development 

Department 
555 Liberty Street SE, Room 305 

Salem, Oregon   97301 

Summer is here and with it comes a 
great opportunity to enjoy some of 
the beautiful historic places in our 
city.  I encourage you to get out 
there and take a walk through one of 
the historic neighborhoods, attend 
an event at Deepwood, visit the 
Gaiety-Hill gardens, enjoy a 
beverage at Ike Box, explore 
downtown, walk over the Willamette 
on the pedestrian bridge, attend an 
alley party, or take a bike ride 
through Minto-Brown Park. 

 

Historic places and buildings only 
thrive when they are valued and 
loved by the community. So show 
some of Salem’s places that you care 
and take a minute to enjoy them 
before the rain returns.  Happy 
Summer everyone! 

 - Jamie French, HLC Chair 

http://www.cityofsalem.net/historic
mailto:kfitzgerald@cityofsalem.net
mailto:sjlong@cityofsalem.net

